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Bigfoot sighted on Twitter
Researchers had some fun on social media with a rare appearance of Bigfoot in the scientific literature. A team led by geneticist Bryan Sykes at the University of Oxford, UK, ran DNA tests on 30 hair samples reputed to come from "anomalous" primates, including Bigfoot and the Himalayan yeti. As it turned out, the origins of the hairs could be explained without invoking any elusive hominins. Malcolm Campbell, a cell biologist at the University of Toronto, summed up the paper in his tweet: "Cows, and horses, and bears, oh my. 
Chimp intelligence partly inherited
Genetics could explain about half of the intelligence of chimpanzees.
William Hopkins and his colleagues at Georgia State University in Atlanta used a battery of tests to measure the intelligence of 99 chimpanzees aged 9 to 54 years old. A statistical analysis revealed a correlation between the animals' performance on these tests and their relatedness to other chimpanzees in the study. About half of the difference in performance between individual apes was genetic.
The findings could lead to the discovery of genes linked to intelligence, the authors say. Berggren at Linköping University and Göran Gustafsson at Acreo Swedish ICT, both in Norrköping, Sweden, developed a printed, flexible silicon diode with a small antenna that picks up the signal emitted by a nearby phone during a call. The diode then converts the signal to a current that powers a display (pictured).
Electronic labels that can communicate with webconnected devices could be important for a future 'Internet of things' , in which ubiquitous objects such as sensors and appliances can be controlled through the Internet.
